[image: image1.jpg]‘ Central l
| Bedfordshire ‘




	To the Parents & Carers of all children currently attending schools and academies in Dunstable and Houghton Regis
	From:
	Councillor Mark Versallion

Executive Member

Children’s Services

	
	
	

	
	Date:
	14 July 2011

	
	
	


Dear Parent/Carer,
End of Year Update from your Central Bedfordshire Council political team
I would firstly like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, Cllr Angela Barker and Cllr Tony Brown as Central Bedfordshire Council’s new executive team for Children’s Services.  

Together we combine considerable experience, both as councillors and as users of Children’s Services.  I have three children of my own in the school system and both Tony and Angela have older children.

We are absolutely committed to the vision of ensuring that every child in our area has the opportunity to flourish and we look forward to working with school staff, governors and parents in fulfilling this ambition.
 

As we approach the end of term, it is a good time to reflect on the busy and exciting year during which we have laid some solid foundations for continuing to improve educational standards for your children who are our pupils in Central Bedfordshire.  This letter updates you, our parents and carers, on what your children and schools have achieved and sets out our plans for the future following our review of school places in your area.  
 

Review of schools
Our review of schools, between May 2010 - May 2011, in the Dunstable and Houghton Regis area concluded with a decision to encourage schools to work closer together within the current system of lower, middle and upper schools and also within the changing environment of academies and federations.  It was led by a Project Group of local head teachers, chairs of governors and council officers.  
Its main aim was to explore ways of raising educational standards and improving results for children and young people across Dunstable and Houghton Regis.  It also set out to make sure that future school provision can meet local needs, including plans for future housing growth in the area.

The review happened during a period of huge change in education nationally, particularly with more schools choosing to become Academies.  School improvement and improved outcomes for your sons and daughters will be driven less by the Council’s School Improvement staff and more by schools working together on a school by school basis supported by the Council – and this is what will happen in Dunstable and Houghton Regis.  
Academies and schools that are maintained by the Council will be encouraged to build formal relationships so that they offer more joined up support for pupils.  The aim is to give children more continuity as they move from one school to the next, helping them to make the best possible progress.  
You can see the final report that was considered by the Council’s Executive Committee on 31 May at http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/modgov/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=23328
This was the first of four area reviews that the council is undertaking in Central Bedfordshire.  A second area review has started in the Leighton Buzzard and Linslade area but this is at a very early stage.  Two further reviews will follow in Mid Bedfordshire (Flitwick, Ampthill, Shefford, Stotfold and Cranfield) and Biggleswade and Sandy.  To avoid doubt these reviews will be set in the context of the previous decision and a large scale move to primary and secondary schools will not be considered in the next Reviews.
Pupil achievements
Our work to raise educational standards for pupils and students in Central Bedfordshire is already bearing fruit and our students and pupils are excelling in a range of skills and activities, both inside and outside the classroom.  Since Central Bedfordshire was established in 2009 we have made good progress.   
Beginning with exam results, I am pleased to share some statistics that indicate how Central Bedfordshire compared to the national average.

Early Years - In 2010, 53% of pupils achieved a “good level of development”, maintained from 2009 and the gap between the average and lowest achieving pupils was reduced to 30.1% which was lower than the national average and the majority of local authorities.  
There was also an increase of 4.2% 5A*-C including Maths and English to 54.2% in 2010 which is in line with the national average.  In addition, 53% of learners achieved a level 3 qualification by the age of 19 in Central Bedfordshire, continuing the upward trend over the last 5 years.  This is better than the majority of other local authorities.   

These results provide a strong benchmark for educational achievement as we hope to continue raising these standards in 2010/11.  I look forward to some good examination results in August to share with you. 

Moving on from academic to sporting achievements, our Chairman, Cllr Peter Hollick and Cllr Angela Barker attended the Chiltern School Partnership Awards last month where individual children and young people received awards for effort and participation in various sporting achievements and for demonstrating excellent leadership skills.   

Both Cllr Hollick and Cllr Barker commented on how they found it to be such a rewarding evening seeing so many young people engaged in sport, enjoying it and 
getting great value from it, from the very young children through to the older students.  I have no doubt that as the excitement for London 2012 continues to build this will inspire many more children to get involved in sports activities.  Central Bedfordshire Council will be developing a programme to ensure that all young people, particularly those with sporting aptitude, are encouraged to participate in events at this exciting time.
Summer activities
Finally, as the summer break approaches, I would like to draw a couple of initiatives to your attention.   

I hope that as many of us as possible take our children to the local library so they can sign up to this year’s Summer Reading Challenge.  This is a great opportunity for children to not only improve their reading ability but to discover new authors and develop a passion for books – and it‘s free.
In 2010, 5,833 children in Central Bedfordshire took part, reading over 53,000 books between them, which was another great result, and it would be a great achievement if we could surpass this number in 2011.

The Summer Youth Music Courses will be taking place over the school holiday with over 300 musicians taking part.  “Central Bedfordshire Music“ which is the inspiring new music service launched by Central Bedfordshire Council has been working in partnership with a number of our partners to stage the concerts.  I have been out and about recently meeting budding musicians in local schools and I am delighted that this agreement means they will be able to carry on practising and performing over the summer.  It is important that these young people’s efforts are rewarded by performing to a packed audience, so please do show your support and come along to one of the concerts this summer for a great evening’s entertainment.  The web link for our music services is http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/bedfordshire-music/default.aspx.

There is plenty more on offer and for all details on our free summer activities in Houghton Regis and Dunstable please contact Tara Earnshaw on 0300 300 4723 or email tara.earnshaw@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk.  Information is also available at the Dunstable Leisure Centre and Bedford Square Community Centre.
Yours sincerely

Mark Versallion

Cllr Mark Versallion

Executive Member for Children’s Services

Central Bedfordshire Council


